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Island Assembly Delegates 

Facilitators   Louise Wainwright, Chair Bigbury Net Zero, Avon River Champions
    Nancy Singleton, friend of Avon River Champions

Keynote Speaker  Monty Halls – Broadcaster, adventurer and marine biologist 

Catchment Community Groups

Gary Jolliffe   CEO Force4Nature        SPEAKER
Alan Kirk   Secretary, Avon River Champions 
David Molesworth  ARC Steering Group, Vice Chair Bigbury Parish Council
Graham Royle  Chair South Brent Island Trust, ARC River Guardian (South Brent)  
    ARC Steering Group
Liz Montagu   Wild About Loddiswell, ARC River Guardian (Loddiswell),
    ARC Steering Group 
Cllr Paul Vann  Chair Friends of Salcombe Kingsbridge Estuary
Emma Jones   Lead Woodland Trust Avon Valley Volunteers 
Nora Corkery   CEO Devon Communities Together
    Devon Community Resilience Forum
Jane Nichols   CEO Sustainable South Hams CIC
John Puddy   Taw Torridge Estuary Forum, Steamship Fresh Spring Trust
    ARC River Guardian, ARC Steering Group
Tony Hawkins  River Yealm Water Quality Group, Yealm Estuary to Moor
Charlotte Grezo  Chair Wild About the Erme River 
Nicky Rajska   Director - Legal and Volunteer Lead Friends of the Dart
Sarah Finch   Tidelines River Exe Estuary 
David Scott   Modbury Town Crier

Politicians & Legal Challenges

Caroline Voaden MP South Devon Constituency      SPEAKER 
Cllr Dan Thomas  DCC and SHDC Councillor      SPEAKER
Katrina Walter  Solicitor World Wildlife Fund     SPEAKER
Cllr John McKay  SHDC Executive for the Environment 
Cllr Jacqui Hodgson DCC and SHDC Councillor 
Cllr Lee Bonham  SHDC Councillor, Force4Nature, Woodland Trust
Cllr Henry Wainwright  Chair Bigbury Parish Council 
Cllr John Hawkins  Chair SHDC Overview & Scrutiny Committee  
Ros Brousson  Chair Aveton Gifford PC, ARC Steering Group
Farhana Yamin  Climate Change Lawyer, Bigbury Net Zero Committee
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Island Assembly Delegates 

Scientists

Prof Andy Rees   Plymouth Marine Laboratory, Ag Zero+
Prof Pennie Lindeque  Plymouth Marine Laboratory
    Head of Science: Marine Ecology and Biodiversity 
Prof Will Blake  River Basin Science Plymouth University, Advisory Board UNESCO  
    International Sediment Initiative
    UK Committee for International Hydrology
Sebastian Mynott  Founder & GM Applied Genomics  
Darren Searle  Smart Biosphere Manager

Environment Organisations

Nick Bruce-White   CEO Devon Wildlife Trust            CLOSING REMARKS
Simon Browning  The Rivers Trust Technical Lead      SPEAKER
    Catchment Systems Thinking Co-operative 
Matt Worthington  Westcounty Rivers Trust Evidence & Engagement Officer
Dan Rubio   Public Affairs Specialist, World Wildlife Fund UK
Clara Steiner   Community Engagement Manager, World Wildlife Fund UK
Dr Juliette Jackson  Seadream Environment CIO, Seadream Education CIC
Richard Powell  Habitat Group and River Guardian for Sustainable Blackawton 
Nigel Mortimer  Estuaries Officer South Devon National Landscapes 
Tom Humphrey  North Devon Biosphere Community Liaison 
Em Kendall   Senior Tutor, Slapton Ley Field Studies Centre  
Kieran Shaw-Flach  National Nature Reserve Ranger, Slapton Ley Field Studies 
Amanda Keetley  Executive, Devon Environment Foundation 

Businesses

Niki Fuchs    Co-Owner Burgh Island Hotel     SPEAKER
Giles Fuchs   Co-Owner Burgh Island Hotel
Abbie Pearce   GM Parkdeane Resorts Challaborough
Annika Connolly  Co-Owner Discovery Surf  
Jo Shorrocks   Board Member, Bigbury Golf Club  
Loic Doison   Founder and GM Coast to Coast Water Safety  
Russel Reid   Co-Owner Bigbury Beach Shop 

Farming Sector

Guy Singh-Watson  Founder and creator of Riverford     SPEAKER
    UK-wide organic vegetable box delivery company
Cathy Case   Deputy Chair National Farmers Union (Devon)   SPEAKER
    Mount Folly Farm, Riverford Organics Cooperative
Alice Wyness   Farming in Protected Landscapes Officer 
    South Devon National Landscapes
John Roberts  Avon Fishing Association Committee 
Andrew Fish   Challonscombe Farm and Lidstones Butchers 
Harry Aubrey-Fletcher   Owner, Bantham Estate
Hazel Marshall  Higher Easton Farm
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Island Assembly Programme
Thursday 13th March 2025

Burgh Island, Bigbury-on-Sea, South Hams, Devon

      Organiser: Louise Wainwright, Chair Avon River Champions, Bigbury Net Zero
      Sponsors:  Giles Fuchs and Niki Fuchs, Co-owners Burgh Island Hotel

INSPIRE ~ INFORM ~ CONNECT ~ ACT
             
10.30 - 11.10  Pre-Assembly Meeting Place ~ Welcome Coffee ~ Delegates Networking 
Venus Café  Press Interviews in advance of Assembly
    
11.15 - 11.30  Delegates assemble on the beach for drone videography before moving   
   promptly to Burgh Island Hotel

11.40   Arrive at the Nettlefold Restaurant inside the Hotel     
   Collect badges & delegates’ bags at designated tables

11.55   Modbury Town Crier David Scott calls delegates to be seated by 12.00

12.00   Welcome and “Get Ambitious” 
   Niki Fuchs, Co-owner Burgh Island Hotel

INSPIRE 

12.15   Keynote Speaker
   Monty Halls, British TV broadcaster and marine biologist

INFORM

12.45   Devon River Manifesto & Reviews, The BluePrint Project 
   Louise Wainwright, Chair Avon River Champions and Bigbury Net Zero

12.50   Challenges and Legal Obligations
   Katrina Walter,  Solicitor World Wildlife Fund

CONNECT

13.05    Table Summits (over buffet lunch). Delegates to agree three priority actions  
   for the future Stakeholders in the BluePrint project allocated to each table:
   • Environment Agency & Ofwat
   • South West Water
   • Estates, Landowners & Farmers
   • Parish, District & County Councils
   • Community Groups
   • Businesses
   • Households
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Island Assembly Programme

INFORM

14.00   Barriers and Incentives for Farmers 
   Guy Singh Watson, Founder of Riverford Organics
   Cathy Case, Deputy Chair of Devon National Farmers Union 
   Mount Folly Farm, Bigbury

14.15   Evidence-based Integrated Catchment Management 
   Simon Browning, The Rivers Trust Technical Lead 

14.30   Volunteer Workforces Supporting Farmers
   Gary Jolliffe, CEO Force4Nature 

ACT

14.35   Water (Special Measures) Bill, privatisation, Ofwat 
   Caroline Voaden MP, South Devon Constituency 
 
14.50    Role of Community Groups and Inter Parish Water Quality Groups 
   Cllr Dan Thomas, SHDC & DCC Councillor 

15.00   Table Captains report on priority actions by sector
   Environment Agency & Ofwat  (David Molesworth) 
   South West Water (Cllr Lee Bonham) 
   Estate, Landowners & Farmers (Harry Aubrey-Fletcher)
   Parish, District & County Councils (Cllr Paul Vann) 
   Community Groups (Graham Royle)
   Businesses (Jo Shorrocks) 
   Households (Jane Nichols) 

16.05   Closing Remarks
   Nick Bruce-White, CEO Devon Wildlife Trust   

16.30   Leave for Sea Tractor 
   High Tide (16.46) – Please do not attempt to wade/swim ashore! 
   Return to mainland via sea tractor (30 people per trip) 16.45 and 17.15

AFTER the ISLAND ASSEMBLY

Delegates’ contributions to action throughout Devon will be invaluable.  We would like you to: 

• Amplify Priority Actions in your networks with hashtag #RiverActionDeclaration;

• Promote all Devon Catchment Groups on Devon Directory and keep updated.



MONTY HALLS ~ KEYNOTE SPEAKER

We are delighted to welcome Monty Halls as our keynote Speaker at the Island Assembly for 
Clean Rivers Clean Seas.  Delegates from across Devon will be inspired by his upbeat, positive 
approach to the issues that face us all as global citizens.  Monty will help us focus on addressing 
the critical question:

“What can we do collectively to ensure our rivers are restored to good health by 2027?”. 
 
From a career in the Royal Marines, to being part of a military group assisting Nelson Mandela, 
to leading teams in some of the most demanding and kinetic environments on earth, Monty Halls 
knows about change.  And change is needed to restore and protect our rivers and seas. 

Monty is a President of the Galapagos Conservation Trust, the Durrell Wildlife Foundation, a Help 
for Heroes patron and numerous conservation organisations. He  is best known for his three 
hugely popular BBC series ‘Great Escapes’, where he lived on the west coasts of Scotland and 
Ireland with his dog Reuben. Monty went on to present the multi-award winning BBC NHU blue 
chip series ‘Great Barrier Reef, The Fisherman’s Apprentice, again for the BBC as well as series 
for Discovery and Channel 5.

Since starting his own production company Seadog Productions, Monty has produced and 
presented three series for Channel Four. “WWII’s Great Escapes: The Freedom Trails” broadcast 
to critical acclaim in late 2017 and in 2018 the whole Halls family featured in a poignant 
conservation mission to the Galapagos for “My Family and the Galapagos”. The family revisited 
the islands in 2019 – and a four part prime time series aired in early 2020 documenting their time 
there. Seadog has just aired its fourth series, exec-produced by Monty all about the Royal Marine 
Commandos for BBC Two.

Monty has written several books, and is a regular contributor to magazines and newspapers, 
many of them communicating his enthusiasm for the natural world.
 
Monty will set the tone and the pace for the Island Assembly. 

INSPIRE ~ INFORM ~ CONNECT ~ ACT
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Parish, District & County Councils

Cllr Paul Vann
Simon Browning
Cllr John McKay
Prof Will Blake 
Tony Hawkins 
Cllr Dan Thomas
John Puddy 
Cllr Henry Wainwright

DESIGNATED TABLES

Cllr Paul Vann
Simon Browning
Cllr John McKay
Prof Will Blake 
Tony Hawkins 
Cllr Dan Thomas
John Puddy 
Cllr Henry Wainwright

  
South West Water

Cllr Lee Bonham
Amanda Keetley
Farhana Yamin
Loic Doison 
Nigel Mortimer
Giles Fuchs 
Clara Steiner
Cathy Case

  
Estates, Landowners & Farmers

Harry Aubrey-Fletcher
Sebastian Mynott
Gary Jolliff e
Emma Jones 
Prof Pennie Lindeque
Liz Montagu
Dr Juliette Jackson
Alice Wyness 

  
Community Groups

Graham Royle
Nora Corkery 
Charlotte Grezo
Sarah Finch
Tom Humphrey
Matt Worthington 
Kieran Shaw-Flach
John Roberts 

  
Households

Jane Nichols
Cllr Jacqui Hodgson 
Cllr Ros Brousson
Nicky Rajska 
David Scott
Dan Rubio
Darren Searle
Hazel Marshall

  
Businesses

Jo Shorrocks
Niki Fuchs
Abbie Pearce
Annika Connolly
Russel Reid
Em Kendall 
Andrew Fish
Monty Halls

Organiser:  Louise Wainwright       info@avon-river-champions.org      07908 525663        Sponsor: Burgh Island Hotel

  
Environment Agency & Ofwat

David Molesworth
Cllr John Hawkins
Alan Kirk
Caroline Voaden MP
Louise Wainwright
Nick Bruce-White
Prof Andy Rees
Richard Powell



TABLE SUMMITS
for 

THE BLUEPRINT PROJECT

The BluePrint Project will build upon the Avon River Champions Manifesto and priorities emerging 
from the Island Assembly.  It will be developed by Avon River Champions and their partners in 
the River Gara & Slapton Ley and the Salcombe Kingsbridge Estuary. This is a community-based 
approach to ensuring all our water bodies are of good ecological status by 2027.  
(ref. Background Notes on the back cover)

For the BluePrint Project to be successful, all stakeholders in the catchment will need to play their 
part and take action to prevent pollution and restore our rivers to good health. 

The key stakeholders who need to be involved in the forthcoming BluePrint Project are:

1. Environment Agency & Ofwat
2. South West Water
3. Estates, Landowners & Farmers
4. Parish, District & County Councils
5. Community Groups
6. Businesses
7. Households

Delegates, at designated Table Summits, are invited to propose the priority actions for each of 
these important stakeholders in the BluePrint Project.

During luncheon, at your allocated tables, delegates are invited to participate in a Table Summit 
to propose the 3 priority actions for these Stakeholders. Please score the list of suggested 
actions for the stakeholder group allocated to your table. Your Table Captain will amalgamate 
delegates’ scores and feedback comments to the Assembly.  

Avon River Champions will include these priority actions from the Assembly and circulate these in 
a public consultation in each of our three catchments: River Avon, River Gara & Slapton Ley and 
the Salcombe Kingsbridge Estuary.  

A combination of the priorities identified by delegates at the Island Assembly and those from the 
follow up public consultation will feed into our River Action Declaration, which will be an agreed 
action list for each of the sectors in our catchments. We hope that this approach will inspire 
similar blueprint projects in the forgotten river catchments throughout Devon.  

Table Captains

Environment Agency & Ofwat  Cllr David Molesworth
South West Water    Cllr Lee Bonham
Estates, Landowners & Farmers  Harry Aubrey-Fletcher
Parish, District & County Councils Cllr Paul Vann
Community Groups    Graham Royle
Businesses     Jo Shorrocks
Households     Jane Nichols
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Table Summit:  ENVIRONMENT AGENCY & OFWAT

What are your top priorities for the Environment Agency & Ofwat?
Score 1 to 6 scale.    1 = least important      6 = most important

  
Environment Agency & Ofwat

David Molesworth
Cllr John Hawkins
Alan Kirk
Caroline Voaden MP
Louise Wainwright
Nick Bruce-White
Prof Andy Rees
Richard Powell
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Table Summit:  SOUTH WEST WATER

What are your top priorities for the Environment Agency & Ofwat?
Score 1 to 6 scale.    1 = least important      6 = most important

  
South West Water

Cllr Lee Bonham
Amanda Keetley
Farhana Yamin
Loic Doison 
Nigel Mortimer
Giles Fuchs 
Clara Steiner
Cathy Case
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Table Summit:  ESTATES, LANDOWNERS & FARMERS

What are your top priorities for the Environment Agency & Ofwat?
Score 1 to 6 scale.    1 = least important      6 = most important

  
Estates, Landowners & Farmers

Harry Aubrey-Fletcher
Sebastian Mynott
Gary Jolliff e
Emma Jones 
Prof Pennie Lindeque
Liz Montagu
Dr Juliette Jackson
Alice Wyness 
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Table Summit:  PARISH, DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILS

What are your top priorities for the Environment Agency & Ofwat?
Score 1 to 6 scale.    1 = least important      6 = most important

  
Parish, District & County Councils

Cllr Paul Vann
Simon Browning
Cllr John McKay
Prof Will Blake 
Tony Hawkins 
Cllr Dan Thomas
John Puddy 
Cllr Henry Wainwright
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Table Summit:  COMMUNITY GROUPS

What are your top priorities for the Environment Agency & Ofwat?
Score 1 to 6 scale.    1 = least important      6 = most important

  
Community Groups

Graham Royle
Nora Corkery 
Charlotte Grezo
Sarah Finch
Tom Humphrey
Matt Worthington 
Kieran Shaw-Flach
John Roberts 
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Table Summit:  BUSINESSES

What are your top priorities for the Environment Agency & Ofwat?
Score 1 to 6 scale.    1 = least important      6 = most important

  
Businesses

Jo Shorrocks
Niki Fuchs
Abbie Pearce
Annika Connolly
Russel Reid
Em Kendall 
Andrew Fish
Monty Halls
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Table Summit:  HOUSEHOLDS

What are your top priorities for the Environment Agency & Ofwat?
Score 1 to 6 scale.    1 = least important      6 = most important

  
Households

Jane Nichols
Cllr Jacqui Hodgson 
Cllr Ros Brousson
Nicky Rajska 
David Scott
Dan Rubio
Darren Searle
Hazel Marshall



FOLLOW-UP MEETINGS

South West Water and Environment Agency will be invited to a public meeting by SHDC Overview 
& Scrutiny Committee on 27th March 2025. 

Catchment-based water quality groups in South Hams are invited to submit questions via Avon 
River Champions to be put to the EA and SWW at the above meeting.

BACKGROUND

The Water Framework Directive is a legally binding commitment nationally for most water bodies 
to achieve Good Ecological Status by 2027.  

Currently only 16% of our water bodies nationally are achieving this, according to the last 
classification by the Environment Agency (2019).  

2019 EA classifications for our local water bodies: 
• River Gara & Slapton Ley (2 water bodies) POOR (1) MODERATE (1) 0% GOOD
• River Avon (6 water bodies) MODERATE (3) GOOD (3) 50% GOOD
• Salcombe & Kingsbridge Estuary (4 water bodies) MODERATE (3) GOOD (1) 25% GOOD

NB: The GES status will be updated by the Environment Agency in 2025. 

The Environment Agency identifies the Reason for Not Achieving Good (ecological status) and 
the Sectors responsible.  In the above water bodies failing to achieve GOOD status – RNAG 
attributable to:
• Agriculture (17) RNAG
• SWW (8) either continuous or intermittent Combined Sewer Overspills. RNAG

E-DNA water quality testing can accurately determine current pollution levels and the sources.  
Results within 2 days. Cost £225 per sample. 

THANK YOU

Thanks go to everyone involved for their contribution to the design and development of this 
programme. Special thanks to Giles and Niki Fuchs for hosting the Island Assembly and to Lilly 
Krupa and her team for their support.
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